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Test for differentiation of
Staphylococcus species
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Hemolysis on sheep blood agar

Blood Agar:

Shows three types of hemolysis
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Streptococcus pneumoniae strain on blood agar showing alpha hemolysis (green zone
surrounding colonies). Note the zone of inhibition around a filter paper disc
impregnated with optochin. (sensitive to optochin)

Optochin test
Streptococcus viridans

Streptococcus viridans strain on
blood agar showing alpha hemolysis
(green zone surrounding colonies).
No zone of growth inhibition (
Resistant) around a filter paper disc
impregnated with optochin.
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Streptococcus viridans
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Bacitracin test for Streptococcus pyogenes
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